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The Value of Ferrets on the Farm.

The feeding of rats is an enormous
tax the farmers of this whole
(121||n'3', If some means of destroy-
ing the entire rat tribe could be de-
vised, it millions of dol-
lars to the wealth of the world.

That but the

nuisance might be abated to a much

on

would add

is an impossibility,
greater degree than it is, if each one
would do everything rid
their own premises of the vermin. A
correspondent of the Inland Farmer
finds that ferrets are very useful for
He says:

possible to

this purpose.

Ferrets are small, slim animals
which are used for hunting rats,
ground squirrels, rabbits and other bur-
rowing animals. They are very use-
ful to the farmer as they protect his
erain and poultry from being destroy-
ed by rats.

To hunt rats, liberate the ferrets
where the rats are working. They
will soon enter the rat holes. Be ready
with e¢lubs to kill the rats which
make their escape from the ferrets.
After the ferrets have hunted an hour
or two. pick them up and pui them
in their pen. Give them a few such
hunts and the rats will all leave.
Ferrets make fine pets. They be-
come as playful as Kittens and can
be carried in your pocket for chas-
ing out rabbits.

They are easily cared for. A box,
three feet by four feet put in a dry
place makes a good home for a pair
of them. Bread and milk is a good
food for them. They eat almost any-
thinz a dog or cat will eat.

Ferrets are very prolifie, usually
raising two litters of young each
vear. These litters range in number
from to 12. There a ready de-
mand_ for these little animals, and
they bring from $2.00 to $3.00 each,
according to their age and the season
of the year.

The experience of a correspondent
of Wallace's Farmer, on the other
hand. is just the reverse. He tried
ferrets and was disgusted with them
and found that rats suited his pur-
pose much better. The difference
was no doubt more in the men than
in the animals. Here is his account:

Ferrets for Rats.

About a year ago we were
pletely overrnn with rats, and, reading
an advertisement of an Ohio firm
breeding ferrets, we wrote them for
prices on ferrets that they would
recommend a rat-kKiller, stating that
we wanted them for no other purpose.
The price was $4£50 per pair and the
express $1.00, making $5.30 which we
invested. We received a circular alv-
ing fall instructions for handling
them.

First. we had to cateh a number of
half grown rats to let them practice
on. by putting the ferrets in a box
with the small rats. We purchased
some wire traps and caught a number
of rats. killing the larger ones and
placing the smaller ones in the box
with the ferrets. which they promptly
killed, at each time giving the ferrets
a larger rat until they could Kkill a
full zrown rat in a very short space of
time. During this time we kept the
ferrets in a eage and handled them
several times a day. letting them out
around the yard, always remaining
with them and teaching them to come
to us whenever we called them.

At last we decided to try them on
the rats under the horse barn which
is 40x50 feet. all floored with plank.
making an excellent place for rats.
In a few moments after pntting them
under the Larn the rats began to come
ont. After awhile we e¢alled the fer-
rets. but as they did not “show up.”
we hegan a search for them, :mc]i
found them on the opposite side of |
the barn. each eating a two-thirds |
grown chicken, which we took away |
from them. and again placed them
mnder the harn. Put they refvsed to
hunt for rats further, and would re-
turn to the cage and endeavor to get|
in. :

Resul* of the first trial, two dead |
chickens, no rats. l

D is

«com-

Tl different

After this we shut the chickens up
before letting the ferrets loose, let-
ting them out every day for a num-
mer of days. but the rats seemed to
prosper and multiply regardless of the
ferrets: we could go to the barn
almost any time and count from
twenty to twenty-five rats.

On one occasion one of the ferrets
left this excellent field of labor, went
to one of the neighbor’s and Kkilled
three c¢hickens and one duck. for
which we paid $1.25. After trying the
ferrets for about three months and
spending a great deal of time with
them we decided they were not a
SUCCeSS rat-killers, and about this
fime they disappeared entirely. We
learned afterwards that one was shot
hy a neighbor whe lives about a mile
from us., where the ferret had gone
and was attempting to enter his
chicken house.

Total result, no
ferrets, including
$7.25.
We then

inquiry
eleven.  Six
furning them
no doubt are

HEN

less rats: cost of
chickens Killed,

went to town and began

for cats, and secured
of them disappeared on
loose in the barn, but
doing good service in
ridding the farm of field mice and
gophers. The other five remained,
and in a few <days the rafs began to
erow scearce.  We found dead ones
lving all around the barns, and for a
number of weeks we have not seen a
rat. Two of the cats now have fam-
ilies. and they all live at the barns,
where we feed them a little new milk
twice a day.

We wonld suggest to those who are
troubled with rats, that instead of
huying ferrets, which are expensive,
and which must be kept in a cage, and
ithe cage cleaned every other day at
least, that they get a number of cats
(we do not believe that one, or even
two. cats are sufficient to cope with
a large buneh of rats), and we believe
that in a short time they will not be
troubled with what we consgider one
of the greatest pests on a farm.

>

Willow for Baskets

There is many an
this state, too wet
sardening and which ecannot  be
easily drained, that might be made
profitable by the enltivation of basket
willows. We found an article on this
subjeect, in the Tribune Farmer, which
we reproduce helow:

The ecultmie and manufacture of
hasket willow have not attained in
the United States the degree of per-
fection and profit that mark the in-
dr=try in BEurope. This is for several
reasons. the most imbortant heing
the relative compensation of Tabor
:ind the failure of the American grow-
er to adopt the most improved meth-
The growing, harvesting, care
and manufacture of willow require
manual labor, wholly unassisted by
machinery. The cheap labor of
Burope has grown willow and woven
it into baskets at a profit impossible
with us and our better paid .abor.
American ingenuity has still further
complicated the issue by producing a
cheap split wood basket to take the
place of the more expensive and
dm@ble willow. Thus an industry
of good possibilities is langnishing.

The Bureau of Forestry has taken
np the market and given it careful
study. Its expert has thoroughly in-
vestigated the methods of eunlture and
manufacture both in this country and
in England, Germany and Holland.
in addition, the bureau has establish-
ed a willow plantation on the depart-
ment’s  experimental  grounds near
Washington, where the hest species
of basket willow were set on difigrent
coils and placed in accordance with
methods of planting. The
results of this research will .shortly
be made known by the burean in a
bnlletin entitled “The Basket Willow.”

The bureau’s purpose was to dis-
cover a means of reducing the cost
of the raw product, peeled and un-
peeled willow rods, and also of im-
proving the quality. This has heen
definitely ascertained. It is entirely
a matter of properly regulating the
distance between the sets in planting,

and Furniture.
acre of land in
for farming or

ofls,

care in eutting the crop of rods and
in selecting better species and strains
of willow. The custom has been to
plant in rows three feet apart,
spacing a foot in the rows between
the sets. A far better plan is to put
the rows only twenty inches apart
and reduce the distance between the
<ots to nine inches. When this is done
and the crop is cut close to the ground
the roots will he longer and Iless
branchy, the plants longer lived and
the yielkd an acre much greater.
initinl cost is slightly higher than
under existing methods, but this is
more than offset by the increased re-
turns, At present an average produc-
tion of «ix tons of green rods an acre
is exceptional: by. the method mnow
advocated by the bureau eight or
more tons an aere of better rods can
be produced. When to improved meth-
ods of culture the advantages from a
choice of better European varieties of
willows for planting are added. the re-
sult will be a marked reduction in the
price of the raw material and a dis-
tinet betterment of the condition of
both the producer and manufacturer.

The growing of hasket willows was
introduced into the United States some
sixty vears ago by German basket
makers who settled in Western New
York and Pennsylvania. They first
attempted to use wild willows, but
soon abandoned these impracti+
cable and imported the purple or
Welsh willow. They grew the rods,
and the manufacture into baskers was
made profitable by whole families
engaging in the wéaving. Their pro-
Juet has always been a cheap variety
of basket, since they use steam in
peeling the rods. which gives them
an wndesirable dark color. When the
industry was extended further west
and down to the Baltimore district,
Maryland, hand peeled rods were used
and a much higher grade basket man-
ufactured. PRut this country. in the
extensive wse of willow ware, has
rever approached Europe, where are
found not only heavy farm baskets

as

lows. -but market, clothes and fruit
baskets of peeled willow,
bampers and trunks, and artistieally
wronght split willow ware
for countless other uses. Could all
as there, their use by vs wonld doubt-
less he as extensive as that across
the sea. For willow ware is not only
prettier than its substitutes, but, what
is still more important, lighter and
more durable.
Another uvse
conntry is found

this
de-

willow in
the growing

for
in

in the warm climate of the South it
is rapi-lly taking the place of upholster-
ed farniture. Good wages can be paid
in the manuvfacture of this Kkind of
furniture. It is a profitable industry
and steadily growing in importance,
while willow bhasket making has bare-
Iv held its own in the last decade.
The demand for furniture material has
heen met up to this time chiefly by
importing French rods. But this can
be changed if our own willow growers
will adopt more scientific methods of
cnlture and market their rods only
after they are well seasoned—not soon
after eutting, as is now customary.

In the bulletin the bureau will issue
every aspect of willow culture and
manvfacture is exhaustively treated,
The character of the ground to be
vsed, preliminary ecultivation, plant-
ing., weeding and cultivation, entting,
sorting. peeling and packing, all are
discussed thoroughly, and advice as
to each branch of the work is clearly
ziven. The virtues and defects of the
different species of willows suited to
basket manufacture are described.
Tnundation in the spring after harvest
and before the new crop season opens
is a2 new aid in protecting the holts
from insects and in fertilizing the sets
especially advised by the bureau.

P A valuable part of the bulletin
a chapter on insects injurious to bask-
et willows, prepared by the Bureau
of FEntomology. This not only de-
seribes the inse~t enemies of the wil-
low, but also gives methods for their

s

The |

and receptacles made of unpeeled wil-
furniture, |
designed |

these be as cheaply manufactured here |

mand for willow furniture, which has |
hecome f:l;hiunnhh\ in the North, while |

|

| control. The bulletin should prove in-
valuable to all present producers and
manufacturers of basket willow and
lof great interest to farmers who de-
| sire to add willow growing to their
|other e¢rops. It e¢an be obtained on
application to the Forester, United
States Department of Agriculture,
Washington.

Florida Oranges and Grapefruit.

The Florida orange crop promises
well this year, though it will be well
helow the great crops that used to be
harvested in earlier seasons. Esti-
mates of the yield for 1905 average
1,250,000 hoxes, and much of the fruit
has heen sold on the trees on a basis of
$1 per box. To many tastes there_is
1o orange grown that compares with
the product of Florida, that statement
being particnlarly true of the fruit
raised withip the borders of the United
States. California is our great
orange producer, but though;the fruit
from that section is of fine quality,
it does not equal the best of that
which comes to us from the older
source of supply, Florida. It is an-
nounced from Jacksonville that grape-
fruit are particularly good this year,
the quality being exceptional and the
quantity well up to the average. To
some extent a taste for grapefruit is
an acquired one. The high prices
asked for it through a large part of
the year limits consumption, so that it
appeals to a far more constrieted
market than does the orange. The
areat bulk of the supply of these
citrus fruits used in the United States
comes from the far West, where; ac-
cording to the reports of the railroads,
more is to be shipped this season than
ever before: but the Florida fruit
easily bears comparison with that of
California when measured by quality,
if not by quantity.—Boston Transerip.

—_— Geo——
Sharpes, Fla., Jan. 25, 1905.
Mr. E. O. Painter,
Dear Sir: ’

My fruit bas never kept as well on the
trees or as well en route to market. Trees
hear well; scaie is less than for years; not 15
hoxes of russets in 500. No spraying done
Oranges large 150 and 126.

Sincerely yours,
Geo. W. Holmes.
—_—  a——

| Prof. Gowell, of Maine Experiment
| Station, found, by trap-nests, two
’hcns which laid 237 and 240 eggs re-
spectively, while others hardly reach-
icd 100. Those prolific hens will form
’thc basis of a future flock. But a
i smaller per cent of fertility is found in
[the eggs of such persistent layers.
To oet them to reproduce themselves,
therefore, seting eggs may have to
I e taken at the most favorable season,
‘and from the hens when they are in
their prime.—Midland Farmer.

cither.

PROVED TO BE SUPERIOR.
T.. O. Painter Fertilizer Co.,
Gentlemen:—I have used your Simon Pure

| No. 1 the past season, and it has proved to

l:e superior to any fertilizer T have used In

| the past, and 1 expect to use it as long as

vou keep it up to its present standard.
E. L. Burnham.
20, 1901,

Narcoossee. Fla., Sept.

PAINT WITHODT OIL

Remarkable Discovery That Cuts Down the
Cost of Paint Seventy-five Per Cent.

A FREE TRIAL PACKAGE 1S MAILEL
TO EVERYONE WHO WRITES.

A. L. RICE, A PROMINNT MANUFAC-
TURER, of Adams, N. Y., has discovered a
process of making a new kind of paint without
the use of oil. He calls it Powderpaint. It
comes to the farmers in a dr, powder and all
that is required is cold water to make a paint
weather proof, fire proof, and as dvrable as
oil paint. It adheres to any surface, wood,
stone or brick, and spreads and looks like oil
vaint,( and costs about one-fourth as much.

Write to the general agent for free sample
package, color card, price list, etc. Write to
day. Addre-- W. C. STEELE,

General Agent, Switzerland, Fl=




